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 Metro Area  Composite 
Rank 

 Recovery 
Percentage 

 Working Age 
Population 

 Working Age 
Population 
Growth 

 Net Migration  Job Gain  Job Growth  Wages  Wage Growth  Educational 
Attainment 

 # College 
Degree 
Holders 

 Graduation 
Growth 

 Dallas-Fort Worth-
Arlington, TX 

 1  107.4%  3,353,998  1.9%  62,398  251,200  6.5%  $ 33.56  3.8%  32.0%  135,823  2.1% 

 Austin-Round Rock, 
TX 

 2  110.1%  1,089,036  2.5%  39,281  64,400  5.4%  $ 33.28  6.7%  42.0%  55,451  1.6% 

 Atlanta-Sandy 
Springs-Roswell, GA 

 3  104.1%  2,598,886  1.2%  25,641  162,300  5.7%  $ 33.00  5.9%  35.7%  78,973  2.2% 

 Provo-Orem, UT  4  113.9%  247,657  2.5%  13,560  16,500  5.6%  $ 31.01  6.7%  32.1%  27,564  2.2% 

 Phoenix-Mesa-
Scottsdale, AZ 

 5  104.4%  2,076,033  2.1%  65,757  92,300  4.1%  $ 32.16  7.0%  29.1%  170,864  2.5% 

 Houston-The 
Woodlands-Sugar 
Land, TX 

 6  102.9%  3,063,459  1.4%  29,678  188,400  6.1%  $ 30.88  3.1%  30.0%  93,687  2.1% 

 Charlotte-Concord-
Gastonia, NC-SC 

 7  105.1%  1,146,040  1.6%  25,001  73,800  5.9%  $ 33.29  5.8%  33.3%  33,745  1.6% 

 Raleigh, NC  8  106.7%  621,811  1.5%  21,707  39,000  5.9%  $ 32.42  3.1%  44.3%  28,796  2.1% 

 Durham-Chapel Hill, 
NC 

 9  105.8%  271,036  1.7%  2,196  15,300  4.6%  $ 33.06  9.0%  43.3%  27,470  2.1% 

 North Port-
Sarasota-
Bradenton, FL 

 10  106.6%  256,303  1.6%  26,912  12,600  4.0%  $ 31.70  14.3%  30.4%  5,432  1.9% 
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 Nashville-Davidson-
Murfreesboro-
Franklin, TN 

 11  105.9%  856,475  1.9%  12,170  63,700  6.0%  $ 32.01  4.9%  33.0%  33,978  1.6% 

 Tampa-St. 
Petersburg-
Clearwater, FL 

 12  105.3%  1,279,341  1.5%  43,883  67,100  4.8%  $ 30.94  3.6%  28.6%  77,454  2.1% 

 Jacksonville, FL  13  105.0%  640,323  1.1%  24,619  36,600  5.0%  $ 32.37  6.1%  28.7%  20,566  2.2% 

 Boise City, ID  14  107.2%  316,539  2.6%  23,987  10,600  2.9%  $ 29.56  11.3%  28.8%  12,065  1.6% 

 Orlando-
Kissimmee-Sanford, 
FL 

 15  101.9%  1,125,702  1.4%  14,496  65,800  5.0%  $ 30.58  9.9%  30.0%  71,627  1.5% 
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